
OUTSIDERS AND
THE LIMITS OF

FREEDOM IN
ANCIENT ATHENS

An examination of how the Athenian legal system, while ensuring
robust freedom for its citizens, severely restricted the scope that 

non-citizen residents had for independent action, such as in the well-
documented case of the foreign sex-worker Neaira.
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Image: Athenian red-figure Hydria (500-450 BC) of a seated
woman, holding a mirror and next to a perfume jar and slave,
being offered a bag of money by a man outside leaning on a

staff and accompanied by a younger man. 
Tampa Musuem of Art: 86.70.
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